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(c)   Another recommendable provision of the  Swiss  Code
makes it an offence to desert and thereby expose to financial
distress a woman who, as the offender knows, is pregnant by
him.1
(d)  At present many countries, e.g., England, Poland, Russia,
punish only wilful misbehaviour, whereas the Swiss Code adds
laziness   and   carelessness.     This,   too,   should   be   seriously
considered*
(e)   " Failure to maintain " is altogether too narrow.    There
are other cases of misbehaviour which may have at least equally
serious consequences for the family of the offender.    In a letter
to  The  Times, the Chairman of the Legal Committee of the
Married Women's Association has drawn attention to " a large
number of cases of hardship " coming before his Association
where
the husband has deserted his family, taking all the furniture and
household belongings. Legally it is clearly his. In two recent cases
young children were left without bedding. Even if a maintenance
order can be obtained it does not remedy the loss of " the home ",2
Such cases are apparently provided for in the Italian Code
(art. 570) with its extremely broad formulation :
Any person who, by leaving the domestic fold or in any way pur-
suing conduct contrary to family order or decency, evades the obliga-
tions of assistance inherent in the paternal power, legal guardianship,
or the capacity of married person, shall be punished . . .
The point has also received attention in the Nazi Draft Code
which, regardless of any legal property rights, makes it an offence
for a married person maliciously to sell or carry away the house-
hold goods and thereby seriously to imperil the domestic life of
the other partner.3 This, too, seems worthy of further con-
sideration in spite of its tainted source.
(/) Finally, the maximum penalties are often inadequate.
Criminal courts should be able to impose sentences which make
it clear to the offender and the public at large that reckless con-
duct in the economic sphere of family life is an offence much
more serious to the community than petty theft.4 In-the Soviet
1 The Swiss example was followed by the Nazi Draft Code :  Guertner, op. cit.,
pp. 112, 115.
2 Mr. Ambrose Appelbe,  The Times, Nov. 29, 1943.
8 Guertner, op. cit. p. 115.
* It is hardly necessary to add, however, that the present treatment of this offence
under the Vagrancy Act, whereby the offender is punishable as an " idle and dis-
orderly person ", is out of date.